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TEACHING IN THE COVID-19 ERA: 
CONSIDERATIONS, CHALLENGES  
AND TIPS FOR SUCCESS

Teaching this school year is probably 
much different than it ever has been. With 
COVID-19 forcing many schools totally 
online and others to a hybrid in-person/
remote schedule, you’ve had to adapt your 
teaching methods—rapidly. The future 
remains uncertain, but there’s still a job 
to do: deliver the best possible education 
to your students. Here are a few tips and 
considerations to help you through this 
unique (and challenging) year: 

Be patient. your students probably aren’t 
picking up where they left off last year. It’s 
clear by now that COVID-19 caused deep 
learning gaps among many students. That 
means this year, you are tasked with helping 
students make up lost ground in addition to 
learning new material. The good news: your 
school is adapting and every single student 
is in the same boat. Take a deep breath 
and remember that all you can do is meet 
students where they are and do your best 
each day. 

Statewide assessments are 
probably a go. In early September 
2020, Education Secretary Betsy DeVos 
announced that all states will be expected 
to administer standardized assessments 
at K-12 public schools sometime during 
the 2020-2021 school year (reminder: 
waivers for the spring 2020 assessments 
were granted to schools unable to 
administer them due to the pandemic). 
Things can change, but as of now, it 
is reasonable to expect that you’ll be 
helping your students prepare for these 
assessments in spring 2021.

Everyone has more on their 
plates than just school. Returning 
to school this fall has been the first normal 
thing many students have done since 
March, but it doesn’t erase some of the 
trauma and other challenges they are 
facing. Keep in mind that this year, your 
students will experience ups and downs 
and a range of emotions. Just as you are 

adjusting, so are they. Be cognizant of how 
your students act in class (remote or in 
person) and if you have concerns (academic 
or other), reach out to students and/or their 
parents. Some students might need the 
support of your school district counseling 
resources this year, and others might just 
appreciate that you care. 
Remain flexible and access 
resources for help. As the saying goes, 
this school year, it probably feels like you’re 
building the plane while flying it. In record 
time, state education departments across 
the country have attempted to prepare 
schools to meet the needs of a diverse 
body of students while still preventing the 
spread of COVID-19. Take advantage of 
the technology tools and digital resources 
assembled by your school district to make 
remote learning successful. You’ll need to 
pivot periodically this year to give students 
choices that work for them, keep students 
engaged and offer them flexibility based on 
their technology needs. 
A final reminder: you’re not alone. 
Every single colleague at your school, in 
your district, in your state and across the 
nation is confronting the same frustrations 
and challenges that you are. Expand your 
network of resources and support. Talk 
with colleagues and your school leadership 
when you need help or ideas. Maintain the 
best outlook you can and remember that 
you cannot control much except your own 
attitude. This year will be full of challenges 
and opportunities for growth—for you as 
well as your students. 
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TeacherCast Podcast 
This podcast is one of the longest-running educational podcasts. It 
features educators and educational technology companies that delve 
into a variety of topics relevant for teachers, students and parents.  

The Cult of Pedagogy
Listen to interviews with educators, students, administrators 
and parents about teaching strategies, classroom management, 
education reform, educational technology, the social dynamics of 
school and more. 

Truth for Teachers
This podcast is about inspiring and encouraging educators. Weekly 
episodes address everything from pedagogy to technology, from 
classroom management to work-life balance. 

10-Minute Teacher Podcast
Created by the founder of the Cool Cat Teacher blog, the 10-Minute 
Teacher has new posts five days a week: Motivational Mondays, 
EdTech Tool Tuesdays, Wonderful Classroom Wednesdays, Thought 
Leader Thursdays and Five-Idea Fridays. 

Better Leaders Better Schools
This podcast describes itself as the “#1 downloaded podcast for 
leaders in education.” It covers everything from equity in school to 
leadership principles to innovation in schools.  
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trademarks of Huntington Mark, LLC. Each franchised Huntington Learning Center is operated under a franchise agreement with Huntington Learning Centers, Inc. HLC3983
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Listening to education and teaching podcasts is an excellent 
way to better yourself as an educator, hone your craft and gain 
new and valuable perspectives from others in the field. Here are 
several popular podcasts for teachers, educators and education 
leaders worth checking out: 

Huntington is the nation’s tutoring and test prep leader, providing academic programs online and in-center. Its 
certified teachers provide individualized instruction in phonics, reading, writing, study skills, elementary and middle school 
math, Algebra through Calculus, Chemistry, and other sciences. It preps for the SAT and ACT, as well as state and standardized 
exams. Huntington programs develop the skills, confidence, and motivation to help students succeed and meet the needs of 
Common Core State Standards. Founded in 1977, Huntington’s mission is to give every student the best education possible. 
To learn how Huntington can help your child, call 1-800 CAN LEARN®, or visit our website at www.huntingtonhelps.com.

We have developed a series of webinars providing tangible solutions to academic struggles  
that almost every student faces at some point during his or her school years. Visit us at  
www.huntingtonhelps.com/webinars for the full library of recorded webinars.

ACADEMIC  
PERFORMANCE COACH

Weekly, one-to-one sessions that 
provide consistent, structured 

support on school tasks to keep 
students on track academically.

HUNTINGTON 
HOMEWORK HELP

One-to-one homework support 
for projects/assignments,  
subject-specific struggles,  

and organization.

HUNTINGTON 
STUDY HALL

Provides a monitored learning  
environment where students 

can work on school assignments 
during the school day. 

Not only does Huntington provide world-class tutoring and exam prep programs with proven results,  
but we also offer many personalized programs to help students succeed.
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TIPS ON TEACHING  
YOUR STUDENTS TO WRITE 
Writing is one of the most essential academic skills, yet also one of the most difficult for many students to learn. It takes practice, 
patience and persistence to improve—and the guidance of a caring teacher certainly helps. Here are a few tips on how to teach your 
students to become stronger writers:  

SHARE THE PROCESS  
INVOLVED IN WRITING 

Writing well isn’t simple! Remind your students that  
writing involves several steps. Those steps include:

•   Planning out what to write  
(which also involves doing any research)

•   Writing a first draft that follows an outline  
(created with the purpose of the piece in mind,  
whether that’s an informative science essay  
or a literary analysis on a novel chapter)

•   Getting feedback from a teacher or someone  
else on how to strengthen the piece

•    Editing based on that feedback and one’s own review

•   Revising

•   Editing again 

•   Proofreading

•   Finalizing 

EXPLAIN THE PURPOSE OF  
DIFFERENT TYPES OF WRITING

Make sure your students understand that not all writing is the  
same and different types of writing have different purposes: 

Opinion or argumentative writing requires students to  
make a claim, supply evidence to support that opinion (from  
a text, for example), tie that evidence back to the opinion 
expressed, acknowledge competing claims, and confirm or  
refute them with credible evidence and reasoning. 

Informative or explanatory writing has students convey 
information or ideas by introducing a topic, developing the topic  
with examples and details, citing examples to support ideas,  
and make connections between ideas explained or analyzed. 

Narrative writing has students share an experience or  
event by introducing the event and characters, describing  
vivid details, building toward an outcome and tying things  
back to the student him or herself. 

OFFER HELPFUL TIPS  
ON HOW TO EVALUATE  
ONE’S OWN WRITING

In concept, most students acknowledge that writing something 
requires not just writing a draft, but revising and improving that 
draft. But the editing and review process can be difficult for 
many. You can help by sharing a “review checklist” that your 
students can keep on hand when revising their work: 

  REVIEW CHECKLIST

 The details: 

 Is every single sentence free of punctuation, spelling  
and capitalization errors? 

Are some sentences wordy or hard to understand  
on first read?

Are all sentences the same length and structure  
(e.g. all starting with “The” or “I”) or is there variety? 

Are there any unnecessary sentences in this draft? 

Does the written piece include vivid details and bring  
the setting to life? 

The big picture: 

Does this essay/narrative/piece flow well overall from 
idea to idea, point to point, paragraph to paragraph? 

 Is the overall tone of this written piece appropriate  
for the audience? 

Does the written piece grab the reader’s attention right 
away, and if yes, how? 

Does it address the prompt/stay on topic? 

  Does it show details rather than summarize them? 
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Writing takes time to improve. If your students need 
more individualized help with some of the basics and those 
underdeveloped skills are holding them back with writing  
effectively, refer them to Huntington. We’ll assess their abilities, 
identify what building blocks they might be missing and help  
them become more confident, capable writers. 
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Make the home environment 
conducive to learning. 

Parents should provide strong structure 
at home by treating school as a top family 
priority.

•   Elementary parents should encourage 
children to keep an organized desk and 
provide space in the home for studying 
and learning (along with all supplies). 

•   Middle school parents should applaud 
their children’s school efforts and 
continually help them develop a sense 
of independence and responsibility. 

•   High school parents should set high but 
achievable expectations and urge their 
children to set goals and make plans 
for the future (including college). 

Talk about school. 

Share with parents that one of the easiest 
ways to make a positive impact is to show 
interest in what their children are learning 
in school. 

•   For elementary parents, that might 
include having children read to them 
and show parents what they work 
on in class each day, checking their 
children’s homework for neatness 
and errors, and having nightly 
conversations about school.

•   For middle and high school parents, 
that might include checking in during 
homework and/or remote learning, 
offering to review work, having 
children talk them through challenging 
ideas or problems, asking questions 
about favorite subjects, and talking 
about future interests (for college 
majors and careers).

Support best practices for 
studying and homework. 

Good work routines are essential for school 
success, but many students adopt bad habits 
that hamper them as school becomes more 
involved and challenging. 

•   Elementary parents should make sure 
their children have all the supplies they 
need to work efficiently at home and that 
they minimize distractions like TV and 
phones during homework/school time. 
They should encourage their children 
to adopt good organizational habits and 
manage their time effectively. 

•   Middle and high school parents should 
make sure children are using a planner 
system to keep track of all homework 
assignments, project due dates and 
upcoming tests. They should assist in 
finding a healthy school-life balance 
and make tidying of the desk, room and 
backpack a daily chore. 

Stay in touch with teachers 
and school professionals. 

Remind parents that the home-school 
connection is vital to their children’s success.  

•   Elementary parents can gain a lot from 
helping out in the classroom when 
possible (this school year, volunteering 
might not be feasible due to COVID-19). 
However, reading all teacher emails and 
responding when asked are most important.

•   Middle and high school parents should 
stay apprised of teacher expectations by 
reading communications from school and 
reaching out when questions arise or they 
have concerns and want insight on what 
you and other teachers observe about 
their children. 

Help children recognize when 
it’s time to seek teacher help. 

Let parents know that one of the best ways 
they can help their children long term is 
to teach them to advocate for themselves 
when they encounter school struggles. 

•   Elementary school parents should 
review their children’s work daily and 
take note of concerning patterns, 
such as incomplete or sloppy work or 
extreme difficulty completing work (due 
to missing skills). 

•   Middle and high school parents 
should encourage their children to 
reach out to teachers when they don’t 
understand something or receive a 
low grade on homework. Although you 
might regularly advise this in class, the 
suggestion from parents reinforces that 
it’s a good practice. 

Your job is to teach your grade or subject, 
of course, but it’s also to nurture your 
students toward independence as learners. 
Let your students’ parents know that their 
part is important yet simple. If they set high 
expectations for their children, insist that 
they put their best effort toward school, 
stay in touch with you when problems arise 
and encourage their children to do the 
same, their children — your students — 
will reap the benefits. 

HELPING PARENTS  
HELP THEIR CHILDREN  
IN SCHOOL 
The school year is underway, and you might be fielding more questions than usual from 
parents about how to support children in school during this very different academic year. 
It’s true that parental involvement can have a tremendous positive impact on students’ 
success, but the level and type of involvement should vary depending on children’s ages. 

  Here are a few tips to share with your students’ parents on how they can help their children:

Teach your  
students to become  
stronger writers! 
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